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INGENIOUS: 


An Account of Books lately fet forth in feveral Languages, 
Withother Accounts relating to Artsand Sciences, 





Munday, Fuly 10. 1682. 





From the Fournal des Scavans » fet forth Fume 29. 
1682. N.S. 


Fiiftoire de Blois contenant les antiguitez & fingularitez 

~ du Campé de Blojs, leseloges de fes Comtes & les vies des 
Flommes illuftrés du Pays Se. par M. Bernier Confeiller 
& Med. ord. de feué Madame Boitairiere @’ Orleans, in 4. 
a Paris 1682, 


Antiquity and ArchiteCture qs: for, its Hiftory 
(ofwhich we fhall not fay any thing as being fuf- 

ficiently kgown) with what is moft remarkable cu- 
rious in the City, Ca and Houfes of Pleafure about 
' the Country, makes up the beginning of the firft of the 
three Parts whereof this Work is compos’d, as the Title 
intimates. ‘The Author afterwards.adds all the great De- 
pendancies of this County not forgetting thofe that for- 
ery belonged to it, and have been feparated from it. He 
chiefly infifts upon the Defcription of the Duzos, whereof 
Chateaudun is the Capital a , and he makes Lambert 


Cc Licors 


TT? Defcription of the Caftle of Blois as well for its 








Licors commonly called le Court, native of this Place, 
who was the firft that with Alexander. of Paris fet forth 
the Hiftory of Alexander the Great in verfes of 12 to.1 3 fil- 
lables, calld for that reafon Alexandrins. 

The Elogies of the firft Counts of Blow, and of thofe of 
the houfes of Champagne, Chatillon and Orleans, who af- 
ter wards poflefs’d, it are the fubject of the 2d. part. Going, 
backas far as thefe firft Counts. he obferves that in the be- 
ginning they were, to {peak properly, no more than Go- 
vernours of this County, which afterwards becoming he- 
reditary was twice reunited to the Crown ; the firft time 
inthe beginning ofthe Reign of Lewis XIE. and the 2d. im 
the Year 1660. by thedeath of Gaffon of France Count of 
Blois. °Tis in the Elogy of thefe Princes that he endea- 
vours to gather together whatfoever is moft curious and 
remarkable in their Hiftory , inafmuch as he pretends. 
that none before him has treated fully or methodically up- 
on this fubje&h 

There are likewife fome-things very curious in his Ac- 
count of the Lives of the illuftrious Men of the Country of 
Blois, which makes the 3d. part. of this work : but more 
particularly in thofé of Carolus Blefenfis, Gerard Macher, 
Renée Dutchefs of Ferrara, fohn Dampierre, Denis du Pout, 
the Cardinal de Valencay, and Petrus Blefenfis. Befides, 
he gives us a great number of other Lives among which 
there are feveral very confiderable Remarks, as forexam~ 
ple, in that of P. Befchebien who was Bithop of Charéres, 
and Phyfician of Queen Mary wife to Charles the 7th. 
where we find that in, former times. almoft alf the Phyfi-. 
cians of the Popes, Emperours, Kings and’ other Princes 
were Clergy men; but particularly the Profeflors, who. 
no more than thofe of the Laws had not the liberty to. 
Marry, and that it was not till 1452, that the Cardinal 
d° Eftouteville , Legate in France, brought them a Li- 
cence for it. Wemay feein the Life of Louis Burgenfs, 
that cunning Contrivance this prudent Phy fician.made ule 
of, to get Francis the Firft out of the hands of Charles the. 
Fifth, which no Hiftorian had taken notice of before this ; 

For. 
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For Charles the Fifth enquiring of him concerning the Di- 
ftemper of the King his Matter, Ludovicus Burgen/is af- 
far’d this wary Prince, that his Prifoner would quickly 
dye, if he fent him not back to his Native Country: 
Charles the Fifth, as great a Politicianas he was, did not 
perceive theSnare, and loving Mony better than the Body 
of his Prifoner, haftned to treat concerning the Ranfom of 
Francis the Firft, upon more moderate Conditions than he 
would have done otherwife. | 

But not to infift too long upon thefe Elogies, that which 
he makes of Lewis the Twelfth, who was born at Blow, 
would deferve a whole Fournal only for the Good Words of 
this Prince, of which he has Collected a great Number, 
befides what Ferronius has given us. 

As M. Bernier has prattis’d Phyfick at Blois Twenty 
eight Years, and at Paris Eight Years, he omits not any 
thing in his whole Work, which relates to the Caufes of 
Difeafes, Botanicks, and Phyfical Queftions, which offer 
themfelves, of all which he difcourfes very fuccin@tly and 
clearly : fo upon occafion of Romorantin, he {peaks of 
the Plant cal?’ e Pyment, the drops whereof make the Wa- 
ters of the little River de /a Rere fo excellent to take away 
Greefe-{pots. 

And defcribing the reft of the So/ogne, he takes notice 
of that Malignity which fometimes fpreads it felf over all 
the Rye of this Country, and which breeding in the Ears 
of Corn certain’ black Grains, call’d in Sologne, Ergots, 
and in Gaftinois, Bled Cornu, does often caufe dangerous 
Difeafes to the People of the Country, as we obferv’d in 
the Fournal of the Sixteenth of March, 1676. But it is 
not certain that this proceeds from the Soil, or the Heat 
and Moifture of the Air, as was formerly faid, but rather 
from certain Hoar-Frofts which fall fome Years, and al- 
ways towards the Month of May. 

He often corrects, but always very modeftly, the Au- 
thors which have been miftaken concerning the Matters 
which he handles, as Father Labdé, concerning the Lake 
of ‘Verdes, whichthis Author, by reafon of hisconfound- 
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ing the Names of Verdun and Neufchaftel, with thofe of 
Verdes and Chateaudun hasplac’d in Switzerland, though. 
it be inthe Danois: And the Continuator Guaguin, or Re- 
bert de la Mark, in his Manufcript Hiftory of k King Lewis 
the Twelfth, and Francis the Firft, concerning the Mar-. 
riage of this Prince with Claudia, Da r to Lewis the 
Twelfth, for the firft wrires that this Marriage was cele- 
brated in Mourning, and the other onthecontrary, with. 
fo great Pomp, that he fays there was Ten thoufand Men: 
inas rich Attire as the King, and Francis the Firft, at that 
time Duke of Angoulefme, who was the Bridegroom. 

Laftly he concludes his Hiftory with feveral Titles, 
which he gives under the Name of Proofs of the Fiifory: 
of Blois, where the Curious will find'‘much ‘fatisfa&tion s. 
thefe things not having hitherto’been publith’d by any. 


From the Fournal des Scavans,fetforth Fune 1.1682.N.S.. 

Elaving in a foregoing Memorial publifh’d from the Journal 
des Scavans, an Account of an Barthquake which bape 
pened at Paris, and feveral other places, im May lafty. 





we fhall wow (according to-our Promife’) give the Refolu- 


tions of thethree ions propounded concerning Earth- 


quakes in general. Ke 
The Anfwer to the firft Queftion. 
What is the Caufe of an Earthquake? 
a Ancient and Modern. Philofophers. havealways 
very much differ’d intheir Opinions concerning 
Caufe of Earthquakes. Democritus, Anaximenes, Epicu- 
rus, Lucretius, and many othets, -did believe that there 
were great Rivers under the Earth, -and.that there were 
very wide Lakes, and vaft Caverns; That the Props of 
thefe Cavetns being confumed.with Water, Fire, or Time, 
did tumble and precipitate. themfelves with huge Mafles of 
Earth, and often with whole Mountains fuftain’d by them, 
which, actording to their Qpinion, did fhake.and caufe to 
tremble not only the neighbouring Lands, but alfo the moft 
‘remote, and fometimes even the whole Earth, when thefe 
vaft Maffes of Earth falling into thofe fubterraneous Lakes, 


did excite an alternative Motion in the Waters, fo —— 
a 
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and violent, as tobe able to make the Earth incline from — 
isis : ashi 

Some have this might through the 
violence of the Winds, as “Ariftatle, are all Re- 
portof Plutarch, who fays, that when an Exhalation is in 
motionand finds its paflage fhut, it recoils backwards for a 
while and:doubles upon it felf, fo that forcing on all fides to 
find a paflage, or to break the obftacle that fhuts it, it 
fhakes the Earth. 

Other Philofophers being perfuaded that the violent-ef- 
fects of fome Earthquakes, {uchas were thofe ofthe Earth- 
quake ‘which happened the laft Age in Peru, near Lima, 
which extended it felf about 300 Leagues along the Sea- 
fhore, and 7o into the Continent, overthrowing Towns 
and Mountains, removing the Channels of Rivers. and. 
the ‘Heads ‘of Fountains, making fome Lakes to difap- 

, and difcovering others where there were never-any 
before, Sc. Or of that which in the Year 1538 rais’d a 
mew Ifland four Leagues im compafs among the Zerceras, 
by the quantity of Stones which the Sea cait up with a 
terrible noife and crafhing : Being perfuaded, ‘I fay, that 
fuch Effects could not be produced by the violenee of 
Winds, dottribute them to the firing of fubterraneous 
Exhalations, which according to the difpofition: of the 
Caverns, wherein they take fire, have more or lefs effect, 
asit happens.ina Mine, where, according to the nature of 
the Soil,the Powder kindling,does more or lefs Execution. 

TheEarthquakesthat are fo often in thefe places where 
there are Mountains that caft forth flames, feem to con- 
firm this Opinion: And Piiny, who is of the fame judg- 
ment, and compares Earthquakes to thunder, relates an 
extraordinary one which happen’d near Rome, in the fight 
of a great many Roman Knights, where they faw two 
Mountains juftle: againft one another feveral times with a 
great noife and crafhing, and at the times of their ap- 

roaching and going off trom one another, there broke out 
of the midft of them abundance of Flame and Smoak with 
an. impetuous whirling, which was a Spectacle that at the 
y fame - 
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- fame time caufed admiration and horror in the minds of 
the beholders. 

Howfoever it be, this late agitation was preceded with 
accidents fo different that it is difficult enough to deters 
mine the Caufe that produced it: The great Inundations 
in Zeland and elfewhe-e, and the long Rains of the fore- 
going Winter and Spring make Mr. GriZou think that all 
this might have caufed Ruins and. Mouldrings in the Bow- 
els of the Earth, which he believes occafion’d this Earth- 
quake, by the violent agitation and compreffion of the 
Air in thefe natural Mines. _ Mr. Panthot isof ac 
opinion : For he believes that there are an infinite number 
of fubterraneous Conduits, where the Air, which is pent 
up, being extraordinarily heated and rarifi'd by the fire 
thatis contain’d in the Sulphur and Bitumen, by its agita- 
tion caufeth thefe dreadful Motions in feeking for a e 
to evaporate it felf. The Flames, which he obferv’d, that 
appear'd a little before this laft Earthquake, near Geneva, 
may confirm this opinion. But it feems that according to 
each of thefe Sy/fems, this Accident ought to have been 
follow’d in fome places with impetuous Winds, which we 
have not heard of from any part. 

: The Anfwer to the Second Queftion. 
Whether there are any Signs or Prognoftics of Earthquakes ? 

Riftotle,Pliny,and Seneca,relate feveral Signs ot Earth- 
quakes, which may be reduced to Four. The firf 
is when the Waves of the Sea fwell and rife, though thers 
be no Wind ftirring, and even when the Sky is moft fe- 
rene and calm, as it happen’d in the Earthquake at 4a- 
tioch, and in that at Cadice, in the Year 1580, as is faid 
before. The fecond is when fubterraneous Noifes are 
heard ; as it happen’d in Jtaly, at the Earthquake of Fer- 
rara, where great Noifes were heard, like the difchargi 
of Cannons. The+rhird is when Birds and other Anima 
become as it were aftonifhed and ftupid, which agrees 
well with what we have obferved from Dijox onthe retreat 
of the Flocks. And _ the fourth is when the Water of the 
Wells grows troubled, or is of an ill tafte or of a ftinking 

ae and 
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and fulphurous fmell, as it hath been often found, and 
they write to have happen’d at Srrasbourg. 
The Anfwer to the Third Queftion 
How many forts of Earthquakes there are ? 
ee Marcellinus reports, after Ariffotle, feveraf 
forts of Earthquakes, or rather feveral different ef- 
fects of them.’ We may reckon four of the moft confide- 
rable. The ff is whenin a fhaking the Earth heaves it 
felf up by fallies, and returns to its place again. The /e- 
cond when the Earth, as it were, ina boiling cafts upa great 
quantity of Sand, Gravel, Stones, &c. as it happen’d 
when the Ifle of De/os was difcover’d, or at the Earthquake 
of Ferrara, inthe Year 1570. which threw up at a great 
diftance abundance of Sand through a Cavern that was 
near the place; or laftly, as at that of Puzzuolo, near 
Naples, where in the Night Cinders and Mountains of 
Pumice-ftones were feen to fly out ofthe Earth. The srhird 
is when a Country is fhaken from one fide tothe other, 
which caufes often the ruin of Buildings.and whole Towns. 
The pen is when the Earth finking or gaping into an 
Abyfs, the Mountains are made level, or wherrit opens 
great Gulphs in the Plains, which fwallow up People and 
whole Towns, as Pliny relates to have happen’d in the 
time of Nero; which hath given often aes to fome 
Philofophers to. furmife that there may happen one day @ 
general fubverfion and an entire ruin of the whole Earth. 
Itis not eafie to determine of what kind the laft Earthquake is which 
was felt every where at the fame hour, which extended it felf even to 
Germany, at Colen, andelfewhere. M. Panthot writes from Lyons, that 
by the different agitation which thofe that were in Bed perceived, 
according to the fituation of their Beds, the Motion was obferv’d to 
be made from Eaft to Weft. Some write that at Tonmerre it happen’d 
by fallies, and that the Earth was feveral times perceived to rebound 
and raife it felf up. M.Grillon faith, that the fhakings were from the 
North to the South. Andthismade him judge that there was a very 
violent one on the fide of oneof thofe Quarters. What hath been faid 
of Rimiremont and Plombieres, fhews plain enough that the effort of 
the fhaking was effectually on the North-fide in refpect of Pars and 
Provence, although it were almoft Weft in refpect of Switzerland and 


Geneva. 
’ From 
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Fromthe AGa Eruditorum. nw J ag forth at Leipfick,in March,1682; 
Wolferdi Senguerdii, 4. F. Philofophie Profeffors Philofopbia Natu 
valis, quatuor Partibus primarias Corporum Specics, Afjctitones, Vi- 
cifieudines, o> Differentias exbibens. In 4to.Lugd.Batavorum. 1680, 
Ur Author gives us here his Phyfical Prelections in the Univerfi- 
O ty of Leyden, for the Year 1680. which he hath Illuftsated by 
many chargeable Experiments, and reduc’d into aCompendious Me- 
thod. He hath made ithis Refolution to ftick to no Party, but with 
all poflible ingenuity endeavours to Accommodate his Hypothefes for 

the explaining the Effects of Natural Things. 

Inthe first Part, difcourfing of the Prinesples and general Affedtions 
of Bodies, amongft the reft he gives two remarkable Demonftrations, 
One of which fhews the caufé of the ftrait Connexion of two Hemif- 
_ not to be broke by much force and weight (which hath been 

itherto afcribed probably by ingenious Mento the Gravity or Pref- 
fure of the Air) to be rather from the hinderance of the Circle and 
Succeflion of Bodies, which is neceffary in all Motion, (p. 45.) ‘The 
other proves that Leger do afcend and defcend, or {tick inthe bend- 
ed Tubes, not through the Preffure of the Air, as fome Modern Philefo, 
phers affirm, becaufe the Motion of Liquors through a retorted Tube 
proceeds, where there is no fe of the 4ir,. but that the very 
Gravity of Liquors is the caufe of thofe Phenomena, (p.63.) 


In the jecond Part he follows the Zychonic Sy/tem,. concerning the 


World and the Situation of Bodies, aad of Caleftial Bodies in particu. 
lar. He is of opinion that Comets do fhine by their own proper light, 
being made of Ethereal fubftance ; He confiders the rab obs ay 
of their Generation and Difappearing. (p. 149.) " 

Inthe third Part, treating of Sublunary Bodies without life, hecon- 
firms the Gravity and Elaftick force of the Air, by repeated i 
ments newly found out, and explains the generation of Meteors: 
he confiders the Terraqueows Ghbeand its chief Parts, Water, Fire, and 
Earth,with thofe Terreftial Bodies, commonly called Admmerals,andiexa- 
mins every one of thefe, as well according to their snternal Confistution, 
as their Affections. 

In the fourth Part,conceruing living things diftinguifhed into Plants and Animals, 
he fhews, how greater Particles of ir are required for the, production of: Plants, 
which failing,the Seed does not bud; how Plants firft break forthout of their Seed, as 
outof an Egg; how they grow and fprout out into hittle Branches ; how they bring 
forth Flowers, Fruit, and Seeds; how by the inflexion of their Branches into the 
Earth, by the feparation of them from the Metrix, and impofition of Earth, bySa- 
ction, Grafiing, Inoculation, and other ways,they are mulriply’d. 

At length he difeourfes concerning the Seeds of Animals, Generation, Refpiration 
(which is not to be deny’d altogether to thofe in the Water) Hunger and Thirft, Nou- 
rifhment and Growth, Motion, and the Senfes. 
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